NEW YORK MEDICO-LEGAL SOCIETY. 


At the regular meeting, held October 25, 1882, the Presi¬ 
dent, Clark Bell, Esq., occupied the Chair. 

The paper of the evening was read by the President, and 
was entitled “ Legislation to prevent and punish suicide .” 

It is a question of moment, said the reader, to consider 
what steps can be taken to prevent death by suicide, or to 
decrease its volume—one well worthy our serious considera¬ 
tion, whether we view the movement as one to prevent the 
commission of crime, regarding it, as our laws always have, 
a criminal offence to take one’s life, or to punish the offender 
for its commission. 

Notwithstanding the philosophy and teachings of the 
Stoics and ancient philosophers, there are few countries or 
peoples who do not now regard suicide as a crime. 

“ Mori licet cui vivere non placet ’’was the motto of the 
Stoics, who claimed that every man had the right to dispose 
of himself as he pleased. 

The general concurrence of the present age, however, may 
safely be stated to be, that in all civilized countries suicide 
is regarded as a crime, because it is an offence against the 
laws regulating and ordering the general welfare of society. 
It has been well said that “ obedience to the law is the high¬ 
est duty of the citizen.” Law is at the foundation of 
society, without which there is no permanence or safety to 
the individual. The guaranty of safety to the citizen by 
society rests upon the law which upholds and supports it. 
Protection of human life is the corner-stone of all social 
organizations, and punishment for homicide must in the 
nature of things, rest inherent in society under the laws 
regularly passed for the protection of the citizen. The 
suicide violates the social system by taking a human life, and 
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strikes at the foundation upon which society rests. We can 
not admit the legal right of suicide without at the same time 
consenting to the destruction of the elementary principles 
upon which society is based. 

For the purposes of this discussion we must then inquire : 
ist. Is suicide, as a social evil, on the increase? and 
2d. What can be best done by society to diminish its in¬ 
crease, either by legislation or otherwise ? 

In answer to these questions the reader discussed at 
length the relations to suicide, of age, epidemics, sex, insanity, 
education, nation and race, domestic troubles, drunkenness, 
and nationality. In reference to age, the following charts, 
taken from O’Dea, presented points of interest. 

Chart I shows that the largest number of suicides occurs 
between the ages of twenty-five and fifty-five. 



Chart I. Suicide and Age. Both Sexes. Compiled from the U. S. Census of 1870. 
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O’Dea also submits an interesting diagram or chart com¬ 
paring suicides at various ages, with corresponding totals of 
living persons (Chart II). 



Population. 
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The influence of sex on suicide Dr. O’Dea shows by 
similar charts based upon the census of 1870, which place 
the maximum between the twentieth and fortieth year. 
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Chart 1 X 1 .—Compiled from the U.S. Census of 1870. 
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In conclusion the reader said if this Society can be useful in 
awakening public interest in such remedial legislation as would 
save the lives of even a few unfortunates who would other¬ 
wise perish by their own hand, it would, I feel quite sure, be 
doing good work in thus acting. If it can be instrumental 
in bringing into force and play any elements within the 
commonwealth that shall so intensify and make odious this 
growing crime of suicide, it ought not to hesitate long in its 
actions. 

The consideration of the feelings and wishes of the family 
and friends of the suicide, we must all feel sensibly; but 
higher than these, and broader and nobler than these, is the 
great good to the State and the public conscience and heart. 



I am not aware what action has been taken by the French 
Society upon this question, or whether any action has been 
taken, but I have now thought it not inconsistent with my 
duty to bring the subject to the thoughtful attention of the 
Medico-Legal Society of New York. 

The paper read by Mr. Bell was discussed by Col. B. A. 
Willis, Dr. S. N. Leo, Dr. M. H. Henry, Dr. R. J. O'Sullivan, 
Simon Sulton, Esq., Albert Bach, Esq., and others, and the 
discussion closed by Mr. Bell. 


Chart IV.—Compiled from the U. S. Census of 1870. 
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Mr. D. S. Riddle moved, that a committee of five be ap¬ 
pointed to consider the questions submitted by the paper, to 
report to the Society. Carried. 

Mr. L. P. Holme was elected Treasurer, vice Dr. E. C. Har¬ 
wood, resigned. 

The meeting adjourned. 

November 25, 1882. Regular meeting, President CLARK 
Bell in the chair. The following gentlemen were elected to 
membership: 

Judge W. H. Arnoux, Judge James B. Sheridan, John C. 
Tomlinson, Esq., Wm. H. Morgan, Esq., John F. Baker, 
Esq., George N. Messiter, Esq., Wm. L. Findley, Esq., 
Henry L. Vilas, Esq., Frederick B. Van Voorst, Esq., Albert 

B. Herrick, Esq., Judge Freeman B. Fithian. 

The paper of the evening was read by J. CLARK THOMAS, 
M.D., entitled “ Death by drowning medico-legally con¬ 
sidered.” 

Discussion followed, participated in by Dr. T. C. Finnell, 
Amos G. Hull, Esq., Prof. H. A. Mott, Col. B. A. Willis, 
D. S. Riddle, E. C. Spitzka, and others. Dr. Thomas closed 
the discussion. 

Nominations were made for officers for the ensuing year, 
pursuant to the by-laws. 

Dec. 6, 1882. Annual meeting, President Clark Bell in 
the Chair, A very large attendance. 

The following gentlemen were elected to membership : 
Judge Noah Davis, Judge Miles Beach, Dr. Edward C. 
Mann, Wm. S. Andrews, Esq., Robt. F. Little, Esq., Henry 

C. Allen, Esq., Abram Kling, Esq., D. H. S. Oppenheimer, 
Judge Chas. Donohue, H011. Wm. Dorsheimer, George W. 
C. Clarke, Esq., John D. Coughlin, Esq., Dr. George. S. 
Conant, A. S. Hammersley, Jr., Esq., Dr. Edward Sanders. 

The Society proceeded to the election of officers. The 
vote was taken by ballot for the office of president. 

The tellers announced that 114 votes had been cast, of 
which Mr. Clark Bell had received a majority. 

Mr. Clark Bell was declared duly elected president. 

The following officers were then duly elected by ballot : 
President, Clark Bell; 1st Vice-President, R. Ogden Dore- 
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mus ; 2d Vice-President, Delano C. Calvin ; Secretary, Lei¬ 
cester P. Holme; Assistant Secretary, Gilbert R. Hawes ; 
Treasurer, Jacob Shrady, Esq.; Librarian, R. S. Guernsey, 
Esq.; Curator and Pathologist, Andrew H. Smith, M.D.; 
Corresponding Secretary, M. Ellinger, Esq.; Chemist, C. 
A. Doremus, M.D.; Trustees, E. H. M. Sell, M.D., Benj. 
A. Willis, Esq.; Members of Permanent Committee, M. H. 
Henry, M.D., Hon. A. G. Hull. 

The papers of the evening, on account of the lateness of 
the evening and the banquet at the Hotel Brunswick which 
was to follow, were read by the titles : “ What is expert tes¬ 
timony, and who are experts?” by Dr. O. W. Wight, of De¬ 
troit, Mich. “ The coroner system,” by Dr. Ed. SANDERS. 

The thanks of the Society were tendered Dr. Wight, who 
was present at the meeting. 

The Society then adjourned to attend the banquet. 

THE BANQUET. 

About ioo gentlemen sat down to the annual banquet at 
the Hotel Brunswick. Mr. Clark Bell presided. Among the 
guests were Dr. Wight, of Detroit, Hon. Stewart L. Wood¬ 
ford, Prof. A. Jacobi, Judge Church, of Pennsylvania, and a 
distinguished array of bench, and bar, and medical men 
of the city. Speeches were made by Gov. Woodford, Dr. 
Wight, Judge D. C. Calvin, Judge Arnoux, Prof. Jacobi, Dr. 
R. S. Sturgis, Chas. A. Leale, M.D., Col. B. A. Willis, Gen. 
G. W. Palmer, Judge Fithian, Jacob F. Miller, L. P. Holme, 
Gilbert R. Hawes, and many others. 

The anniversary meeting was held at Mott Memorial Hall, 
in the city of New York, on January 3, 1883, the President, 
Clark Bell, in the chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected active members: 

S. Hepburn, Jr., Carlisle, Pa.; Hon. Geo. B. Corkhill, 
United States District-Attorney, Washington, D. C. ; H. S. 
Gilbert, M.D., Brooklyn. Floyd Ferris, Esq., and James P. 
Foster, Esq., of the New York Bar, and Dr. G. H. Hughes, 
St. Louis, Mo., and Prof. Arrigo Tomassia, of Mantua, Italy, 
were elected corresponding members. 

The newly elected officers were duly installed. 
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The President-elect, Mr. Clark Bell, then read his fifth 
inaugural address. 

Having thanked the Society for the renewed expression 
of confidence manifested by his re-election, the President 
entered into a lengthy discussion of subjects of general 
medico-legal interest, and of special interest to the Society. 

These subjects seriatim were : membership ; library ; pub¬ 
lications; finances; legislation; progress of the science of 
medical jurisprudence in France, Great Britain, Germany, 
Italy, America, and other countries; necrology and general 
recommendations, including under this heading, translations, 
medico-legal journals, heads of hospitals and institutions, 
courts, and both professions. 

A few paragraphs only of general interest are here quoted 
from this exhaustive report. 

Referring to the progress of the science of medical juris¬ 
prudence, extended reference was made to the great amount 
of work done in France concerning medico-legal subjects. 
An account of the proceedings of the International Medico- 
Legal Congress, held in Paris in 1881, was given; also a 
resume of the work of the Medico-Legal Society of France. 

Regarding other countries the reader presented the fol¬ 
lowing observations: 

I regret not being able to chronicle that advance in 
medico-legal science in Great Britain that we had hoped. 
While there are individuals who give the science careful 
study and attention, and who have contributed to its prog¬ 
ress and growth, it cannot be disguised that the mother- 
country is behind the other nations in the investigation of 
medico-legal science ; there is no society of medical juris¬ 
prudence in Great Britain, nor any journal devoted to its 
advancement. 

While she has done and is doing much for medical 
science, and did as early as 1803 found a chair of forensic 
medicine in the University of Edinburgh, which has been 
followed later by chairs in other colleges, it is a source of 
regret that the medical men of London do not unite with 
the leading members of the Bar in a society for the advance¬ 
ment of medical jurisprudence, and aid the labors now going 
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forward in the various countries of Europe in medico-legal 
studies. 

Germany stands in the front rank in the value of its labors 
to the science of medical jurisprudence. 

We have in our library, Wildorg’s “Bibliotheca Medicinae 
Forensis,” which gives the titles and authors of 2,980 treat¬ 
ises, essays, etc., published from about 1600 A. D. to 1818, 
the great majority of which were by German authors. 

Orfila furnishes a list of works on poisons, coming down 
to 1848, of which 100 were by German, 33 by French, and 
19 by English-speaking authors. 

Of the 498 literary contributions to the science of medi¬ 
cal jurisprudence and toxicology, for the years 1858 and 
1859, being 250 to the general science and 248 to the latter 
subject, Germany contributed 201 of the former and 118 of 
the latter. 

It is the opinion of competent judges that Germany con¬ 
tributes more to medico-legal literature than all other 
nations contribute. 

In other continental countries there is an increasing in¬ 
terest in forensic medicine. The writings of Schleisner, of 
Copenhagen, place him deservedly in the front rank of mod¬ 
ern authors. Dr. Lewis de Grosz, of Buda-Pesth, Hungary, 
has contributed two valuable works, in 1868 and in 1873, 
upon medical jurisprudence, and that country has for thirty 
years maintained a system of legal medical experts, worthy 
our examination, and based upon advanced scientific 
grounds. Each tribunal in Hungary has its medical expert, 
named by the Minister of Justice for life, with the title of 
Royal Medical Expert. All medical opinions of physicians 
are submitted to his scrutiny. An appeal may be taken as 
a last resort, in case of difference of opinion, to either one of 
the two public professors of legal medicine, the one at the 
University of Buda-Pesth, the other at the University at 
Klausenbourg. The study of medical jurisprudence is re¬ 
quired by law to be pursued by both legal students in the 
schools and by medical students in the medical colleges, 
under competent professors. 

Hungary has established at Buda-Pesth a central labora- 
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tory, presided over by the Legal Chemist of Hungary, who 
occupies himself exclusively as the chemical expert in all 
cases of poisoning, or other causes arising in the criminal 
courts requiring chemical analysis. 

In Belgium more attention is being paid to the science. 

It is to be hoped that a few years will witness the found¬ 
ing of still other societies within several of the continental 
countries. 

As regards Italy, while the “Biblioteca Medico-Legale,” 
published at Pisa, the two volumes of which were pub¬ 
lished as late as 1877, brings the works down to later dates 
(which volumes I have not seen but have seen quoted), the 
earlier Italian authors on medical jurisprudence have been 
of acknowledged excellence, Zaechias Paulus, Tortosi, and 
Bargoletti, Taurini, and the later works of Presutti, Freschi, 
Laggaritti, and Gandolfi. But rarely, however, do these 
writers come into English. Beccaria’s old work was trans¬ 
lated into English in its fifth edition, as early as 1804. Doctor 
Arrigo Tomassia, a prominent Italian professor of medical 
jurisprudence, has written a prominent member of this 
Society, announcing his intention of acting in conjunction 
with distinguished Italian confreres to found in Italy a 
society of medical jurisprudence for that kingdom. Dr. 
Tomassia’s name has been placed on the list of corresponding 
members. 

In our own country outside of the work of this Society, I 
think it is fair to claim a general increase of interest not 
only in both the great professions most intimately con¬ 
nected with the science, but with the thoughtful public. 

The Medico-Legal Society of Massachusetts, while being 
an association composed in the main of the medical exam¬ 
iners appointed by the governor under the new law then 
adopted abolishing coroners, also takes an interest in general 
forensic medicine. That society reports the practical ad¬ 
mirable working of the new law, and the influence of that 
movement has been and is now felt in every American 
State. 

There is great public interest felt in the exciting ques¬ 
tions of the proper methods of committing and protecting 
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the insane, and the public mind is aroused to the importance 
of remedial legislation in the various States, which is by no 
means confined to this Society. A national organization, 
entitled “The National Association for the Protection of 
the Insane and the Prevention of Insanity, 75 has been organ¬ 
ized, which embraces distinguished physicians in various 
States, and which meets in Philadelphia this month at its 
annual session. Last year valuable contributions were made 
by prominent gentlemen, which were then read and dis¬ 
cussed, and the proceedings published in a journal con¬ 
ducted under the auspices of that body. 

The Neurological Society of this city is doing valuable 
work in a line of the science, which cannot fail to be felt 
upon the valuable increasing literature of our age. 

On motion, the recommendations of the address were con¬ 
sidered separately. 

The Society unanimously adopted the recommendation 
regarding the formation of a Committee on Translation 
from German and French into our Tongue. 

The recommendations upon the coroners’ question were 
approved unanimously, and the Committee on Coroners, at 
the suggestion of the Chair, were instructed to bring in the 
form of a bill at a special meeting to be held Jan. 24, 1883, 
for discussion. 

The recommendations of thfe Inaugural as to the enlarge¬ 
ment of the Committee on Publication of the Papers of the 
Society in Volumes, were approved, and Dr. Edward Brad¬ 
ley was appointed on the committee, vice Prof. W. A. Ham¬ 
mond, and Prof. F. R. Sturgis and Hon. R. B. Kimball were 
added to that committee. 

The Society adopted unanimously the recommendations 
of the Chair in regard to calling upon superintendents of 
asylums, judges, district-attorneys, and members of both 
professions of law and medicine to contribute direct to the 
Society cases arising from time to time, involving medico-legal 
questions, and the invitation is extended pursuant to the 
recommendations of the Inaugural. 

The recommendations regarding the election of a State 
chemist and a State laboratory were unanimously adopted; 
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and, on motion, a committee of five were instructed to pre¬ 
pare a bill and submit the same to the Legislature at the 
present session. 

The Chair appointed as such committee: Hon. B. A. 
Willis, Chairman; Judge W. H. Arnoux, Prof. A. B. Mott, 
Prof. W. J. Morton, Gen. Geo. W. Palmer. 

The recommendations regarding a quarterly journal of 
medical jurisprudence were, as suggested by the Chair, re¬ 
ferred to the Executive Committee for consideration. 

The report of the Permanent Commission, in answer to 
the Senate resolution of Jan. io, 1882, and the letter of the 
Attorney-General and State Commissioner in Lunacy, was 
read, and was, on motion, made the special order for discus¬ 
sion at the Special Meeting of Jan. 24, 1883. 

The report of the Library Committee was read, showing 
the names of donors and the title of each book donated in 
which the donors’ names had been entered, 

Total number of volumes contributed since Feb. I, 1882, 
to Dec. 31, 1882, was 376, and 564 pamphlets. 

The report also contained the names of donors and list of 
volumes contributed in the years 1873, 1874, and 1875. 

On motion, the Inaugural Address, the Report of the Per¬ 
manent Commission, and the Library Report were ordered 
to be printed, and a copy sent to every member and to 
donors of the volumes. 

Messrs. L. Delmonte and Clark Bell were elected life 
members and patrons, having contributed volumes of the 
value of $250 and over. 

Mr. David Dudley Field was elected a Life Member by 
reason of his contribution of $100 to the library. 

The Secretary-announced that the resignations of Drs. 
E. C. Spitzka, E. C. Harwood, N. E. Brill, A. B. Jacobus, and 
Mr. George P. Avery had been received and accepted by 
the Executive Committee. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



